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MASTER’S DEGREE THESIS EXHIBITIONS AT UM ART GALLERY 
MISSOULA—
The Gallery of Visual Arts at The University of Montana and the UM Department of 
Art will present master’s thesis works by Eva Champagne, Lisa Jarrett and Christina Murdoch 
Mills during April and May.
The exhibitions will be on display April 21-May 15 at the Gallery of Visual Arts, 
located on the first floor of UM’s Social Science Building. An opening reception will be held 
at the gallery from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, April 23.
Mills, who is pursuing a master’s degree in art history, will give a thesis presentation 
-  “Materiality as the Basis for the Aesthetic Experience in Contemporary A rt” -  at 4:15 
p.m. Thursday, April 23, in Social Science Building Room 356. She will look at contemporary 
art in its various forms - from abstract painting to performance art -  in terms of the work’s 
materiality and will discuss how materials, technique and aesthetic theory impact the meaning 
and experience of viewing art today.
The reception and gallery exhibitions are free and open to the public. Gallery hours are 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays and 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Thursdays.
Champagne’s ceramic sculpture challenges the notion of distinct categorizations in her 
exhibition titled “animal, vegetable, mineral.” She intentionally creates ambiguous composites 
that reference these natural forms and illustrate the likeness that pervades the variety of life.
In “Past Periphery,” Jarrett explores race and identity. The works in the exhibition -  
composed of a series of sculptures and drawings -  are largely based on a “Mammy Vacuum 
Cleaner Cover” pattern recently purchased at the YWCA Secret Seconds store in Missoula. 
Jarrett presents this body of work as part of her ongoing exploration into contemporary race 
politics and its implications for people of the diaspora.
For more information about the exhibitions or events in conjunction with them, call 
Gallery of Visual Arts Director Cathryn Mallory at 406-243-2813.
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